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Valued Bushbuckridge 
community first I 
would like to take this 

opportunity to thank you all for 
the continued support. 

As the country faces a 
pandemic known as Covid-19, 
we all have been subjected to 
limitation of movement and 
suspension of life. It is vital for 
each individual to understand 
their role during this period.

During the lockdown let us 
continue working with the 
government by obeying 
the lockdown regulations 
and taking the necessary 
precautionary measures to 
protect ourselves and loved 
ones. 

Regular update to combat 

uncertainty and anxiety will 
be shared via the municipal 
website, Facebook, Twitter 
and  both print and electronic 
media platforms. 

In line with the President 
lockdown pronouncement,  
some municipal services will 
not be provided, however 
we will continue rendering 
essential services to all 
communities.

We urge community members 
to peruse the draft IDP and 
budget which is available on 
the municipal website and 
make inputs or submit their 
comments.

Enjoy your reading, until next 
time.

@Bbr Municipality

Bushbuckridge Municipality

www.bushbuckridge.gov.za
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Executive Mayor’s Desk

Let me take this opportunity 
and applaud all stakeholders 

for the commitment displayed 
in the 2018/19 Financial 
Year (FY), this has led to the 
municipality achieving an 
Unqualified Audit Outcome 
leaving it one step closer 
from achieving a Clean Audit 
Outcome. This is indeed a feat 
for such a rural and secluded 
municipal area.

On behalf of the Council, I would 
like to appreciate our staff and 
in particular the public for the 
effort and commitment that 
has been displayed through 
helping the municipality by 
ensuring that it lives up to 
its constitutional mandate. I 
urge our officials to continue 

being punctual and innovative 
since they are the life-wire 
of the municipality. I am also 
encouraging the members of 
the private and public sectors 
to continue paying for their 
municipal accounts as this 
keeps the municipality running. 

I would also like to thank 
the public for entrusting the 
African National Congress (ANC) 
provincial office and national 
government administration for 
yet another successful five
year term. 

The 7th 2021 local municipal 
government elections are just 
around the corner and I urge 
the public not to fall victim 
to false politics whose aim is 

to use the space for political 
games through violent service 
delivery protests which results 
in destroying government 
properties.

I am urging all members of the 
public to go out in their numbers 
to practice their democratic 
right by ensuring that they 
choose the government of 
their own choice. The current 
economic conditions are 
indeed a nightmare to many 
South Africans, considering the 
number of employees who 
loose their employment on a 
daily basis. The situation has left 
the government with no choice 
but to realign its economic 
policies in order to ensure that 
it aligns itself with the current 
world economic status.

The ANC led government is 
working tirelessly under the 
current economic circumstances 
to ensure that it attracts more 
investors into the economy, for 
it to be able to create more jobs 
and save current the ones.

The recent South African 
economic growth review by 
the World Bank of 0.9% has 
triggered more fears than 
beliefs, however, the economic 
task team established by the 
honourable president Mr Cyril 
Ramaphosa is working around 
the clock to ensure stability in 
economic growth.

In conclusion, the municipality is 
aware of the current challenges 
that the community of 
Bushbuckridge is facing such as 
(water, roads, streets, bridges, 
sanitation, housing and other 
social ills). We are working 
with all relevant stakeholders 
to ensure that these challenges 
are addressed. Some of the 
challenges shall be addressed 
within a short space of time 
while others will take a longer 
period to be resolved. 

With the small ones, we urge 
members of the community 
to consult with Councillors, 
Community Development 
Workers and all relevant 
stakeholders including your 
nearest municipal office to 
address the issues. 

Ensure that you follow correct 
procedures to voice-out your 
concerns, please do not burn 
municipal or government 
schools, libraries, roads and 
clinics as this gives our country 
and the municipality a bad 
reputation stance when viewed 
by our counterparts and the 
international community. This 
kind of practice chases away 
investors and as a result, leaves 
most people unemployed while 
the economic growth remains 
negative.

Executive Mayor,  
Cllr Sylvia Nxumalo
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Executive Mayor’s Desk Municipal Manager’s Desk 
The 2018/19 Financial Year 
(FY) has been tremendously 
filled with both successes 
and challenges, however as 
a municipality, we remain 
adamant that we will deliver 
basic services to the people 
as it is their constitutional 
right, we will further ensure 
that we live up to our 
vision and mission, “striving 
for a developmental and 
prosperous life for all, through 
accountability, transparency 
and responsible governance”. 
The municipality commits 
itself to provide affordable 
and sustainable services 
by enhancing community 
participation.

The municipality’s recent feat 
for being presented with an 
“Unqualified Audit Outcome” 
could be attributed to the 
commitment and cooperation 
between the municipality 
and its stakeholders, this is 
also a display of transparent 
governance and the active 
public participation in the 
affairs of the municipality. 

I would also like to thank both 
the Council and municipal 
Officials for their unwavering 
commitment to work for the 
community of Bushbuckridge 
and beyond.

We cannot, however, shy 

away from the reality of water 
supply challenges and other 

basic service delivery issues. 

The municipality’s achieved 
- Unqualified Audit Outcome 
status proves that the public 
purse has been put to good 
use and that no finances were 
found to be unaccounted 
for. This also means that 
the municipality is on track 
to render adequate service 
delivery and to ensuring that 
the needs of the community 
are met without failure.

I would like to urge our 
communities that as a 
municipality we understand 

that the current economic 
situation has brought more 

than anything else, struggle 
for a lot of families to make 
a living. However, we 
encourage people to beware 
of opportunists who might 
take advantage of their current 
economic situation and use 
them to score cheap political 
points. 

Illegal protests turn to be 
violent and at the end of the 
day costing the government 
millions of Rands which could 
have been used to cater for 
other important services and 
job creation.

In conclusion, I urge members 
of the community that every 
government properties are 
important to our daily lives and 
the safety of these properties 
lies within our care, it is within 
these lines that I plead with 
the community that should 
frustrations due to service 
delivery arise, do not vandalise 
any government building, 
road, machinery or any other 
thing, privately or government-
owned. I encourage you to 
follow all the platform the 
government has put in place 
including the presidential 
hotline to register whatever 
grievance within your area.

The municipality’s doors from 
the Speaker’s Office, Office 
of the Executive Mayor, Chief 
Whip, Municipal Manager 
and all other offices remain 
open to listen to the people. 
You are therefore advised to 
visit all the above-mentioned 
offices before any actions that 
may lead to the destruction of 
government property could be 
embarked on. In light of the 
above, this government is your 
government and it is indeed 
here to serve you its people.

Be wise and protect your 
property in defence of your 
democracy.

Municipal Manager,
Mrs Cynthia Nkuna
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Service Delivery Update

Bushbuckridge Local 
Municipality (BLM) continues 
to prioritise water, roads, 
refuse removal, internal streets 
and sanitation. As enshrined 
in the Bill of Rights of the 
Constitution of the Republic of 
South Africa, the municipality 
is obliged to ensure that 
residents have access to clean 
drinkable water, accessible 
roads and internal streets, 
proper sanitation and the 
removal of refuse.

Residents residing in 
Mkhuhlu Township, College 
View Township, Dwarsloop 
Township, Thulamahashe 
Township and Shatale 
Township should be aware 
that the municipality can only 
provide proper sanitation, 
remove refuse and accessible 
streets if property rates and 
other municipal rates are 
properly paid.

It is not entirely the 
responsibility of the 
municipality to service roads, 
indeed there are some roads 
that are serviced by the 
municipality but almost 90% 
of the roads are serviced by 
the Department of Public 
Works, Roads and Transport. 
As the municipality, our role 
in this regard is to facilitate 
the process of identifying to 
the department the roads that 
need attention.

However, it should be noted 
that the Department of Public 
Works has its program of 
action wherein it listed all the 
roads and on which financial 
year they are to be serviced. 
The municipality’s Integrated 
Development Plan (IDP) core 
function lies with the servicing 
of internal streets, which we 
have as per the IDP of the 
municipality listed which 
village or township will be 

serviced and the financial year 
thereof.

The municipality acknowledges 
that water is still a challenge 
in most parts of Bushbuckridge 
and has prioritised Bulk water 
and water reticulation. We, 
however, urge members 
of the public to evade from 
tempering with the Bulk Water 
Pipeline, this is regarded as an 
illegal connection of water 
and it is a crime according to 
the water act as this results in 
a shortage of water in some 
areas.

The municipality is currently 
experiencing countless 
numbers of water leakages 
as a result of illegal water 
connections - particularly on 
the bulk, this kind of criminal 
act is costing the municipality 
a fortune on wasted water 
that is sometimes unused. 
The IDP clearly outlines which 
village will be reticulated and 
in which financial year.

With those villages that we 
are yet to install Bulk Water 
Supply Pipeline and are 
experiencing shortages of 
water, we appeal to these 
communities not to embark 
on unnecessarily violent 
service delivery protests 
but to instead utilise 
the services of the local 
ward councillor, nearest 
municipal regional offices 
and the office of the speaker 
to highlight this challenge. 
The municipality will then use 
the municipal water tankers or 
drill a borehole as a temporary 
measure till reticulation is 
done as per the IDP.

The municipality condemns 
by all possible terms violent 
service delivery protests under 
the pretext of demanding 
water and roads as mean of 

venting out their frustrations 
without having followed 
proper channels. The Office 
of the Speaker and the Office 
of the Executive Mayor is 
always open to listen to the 
grievances of the members of 
the community.

THE FOLLOWING 
PROJECTS ARE CURRENTLY 
UNDERWAY AND ARE 
SERVICED BY THE 
MUNICIPALITY:

Violet Bank Water 
Reticulation

The municipality through 
the Project Management 
Unit is currently 
implementing a 
water reticulation 
project in Violet 
Bank Village, 
the project has 
created jobs 
for the local 
community. 

The 

project 
comes as a release measure 
to the already water-scarce 
community.
The municipality is appealing 
temper with the water 
equipment and safeguard 

them as their own.
Tintswalo Village Water 
Reticulation

Water is a source of life and 
the municipality takes this 
statement into account as 
a right that is enshrined in 
the Bill of Rights that South 
Africans must have access to 
clean drinkable water. The 
municipality has implemented 
a water reticulation project 
at Tintswalo Village and the 
project has improved the 
living standards o f 

members of this 
community.

The municipality 
views this act as feat as 

it seeks to meet and fulfil 
its constitutional mandate that 
all citizens must have access 
to clean drinkable water. The 
project will see members of 
the community drawing water 
from their own yards and has 
created a number of jobs for 
the local community.



BLM MOUTHPIECE NEWSLETTER 7

Volume 2 Issue 10:  Jan- Mar 2020

Service Delivery Update

Newington B Water 
Reticulation

The municipality continues to 

ensure that the right of people 

to clean drinkable water is not 

suppressed, it is for 

this reason that 

the municipality is 

proud to announce 

that this was 

the last time 

the Newington 

community will 

have to walk long 

distances to draw 

water or even share 

with animals.

Cunningmore A and B 
Water Reticulation

Cunningmore A and B villages 

were also a stat to the number 

of villages that were without 

clean running water for 

drinking purposes. 

The BLM is hard at work 

ensuring that every corner 

of Bushbuckridge has clean 

drinkable water. This project 

has not only changed the lives 

of the Cunningmore peopwle 

in one way but also created 

jobs.

Water Reticulation Project 
In London-Kingston, 
Sekgule And Kofifi

In compliance with the bill of 
rights which stipulates that 
“Everyone has the right to 
clean portable water which is 
fit for human consumption”, 
BLM has appointed a service 
provider to reticulate London-

Kingston, Sekgule and 
Kofifi withstand taps and 
consistent water supply.

The project started in 
January 2020 and it is 

envisaged to be completed 
by June 2020, provided 

there are no disruptions. 817 
households will benefit from 
the water project. 

One community member from 
London-Kingston who prefers 
to remain anonymous had this 
to say, “I would like to thank 
the municipality for having 
installed a water tap in our 
yard. 

I use to wake up very early 
in the morning to draw water 
from a community well and 
that will be a thing of the 
past when the project is 
completed.”

London-Kingston village will 
be connected to the reservoirs 
at Ga-Mamba. 

The municipality is appealing 
to community members from 
all walks of life to use water 
sparingly and to report water 
leakages to their nearest 
municipal regional offices.

Cottondale/ Andover 
Water Bulk Line

BLM strives for a 

developmental life for all and 

it is for this reason that the 

municipality is channelling 

most of its resources to water 

supply projects, another 

project that the municipality 

is currently implementing is 

the Cottondale/Andover to 

Hluvukani Water Bulk line 

which is set to bring some 

relief to the driest areas of 

Bushbuckridge.

However, the municipality 

is concerned that already 

the Bulk line has been 

tampered with and residents 

adjacent to where the bulk 

passes through have illegally 

helped themselves with 

illegal connection to it. These 

kinds of actions derail the 

municipality from achieving 

its constitutional mandate and 

as a result, the process costs 

the municipality a fortune due 

to water leakages and illegal 

connections.

Saselani Street Paving 
Project

It is a prerogative to ensure 

that streets are accessible 

and that members of the 

community enjoy the fruits of 

our hard-earned democracy. 

Development is key for the 

well-being of the community 

and improving the living 

standards of the people. The 

Saselani project is just another 

development with which 

the municipality seeks to 

ensure that people’s lives are 

improved.

The municipality is no longer 

only focusing on the townships 

for street paving but the rural 

villages too, the municipality 

acknowledges that improved 

living standards are for all 

people as per the Bill of Rights.

Matsikitsane Phase Two 
Paving Project

BLM is up to now since the 

dawn of democracy the 

only municipality that is 

establishing townships, there 

are a few townships on the 

cards that the municipality 

seeks to establish. 

Matsikitsane is just yet another 

village that the municipality 

is currently in the process 

of formalising, having been 

reticulated with water and 

phase one of the paving 

project been completed and 

phase two underway.

Khutong Road Upgrade

The municipality has 

appointed a service provider 

to upgrade the gravel road 

in Khutong village in Marite. 

The road upgrade project 

started in January 2020 and it 

is anticipated to be completed 

by June 2020. 

The road project has created 

24 temporary job opportunities 

for local community members.

The mayor is appealing to 

all community members not 

to disrupt the project and to 

excise patience whilst driving 

on the road because of the 

road works currently taking 

place. Once completed, the 

road will improve the driving 

experience of the community 

members in Khutong.

Continues on page 11
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Road From Hoxane 

Traditional Council Via 

Ndonga Reservoir To 

Tekamahala Refurbishment

The Department of Roads in 

Mpumalanga with the support 

of BLM is currently refurbishing 

the road from Hoxani 

Traditional Council via Ndonga 

Reservoir to Tekamahala. 

The Road project started on 

06 January 2020 and it is 

anticipated to be completed by 

June 2020.

The refurbishment of the 2.6KM 

road will come as a relief for 

motorists who drive on the 

gravel road daily because it 

becomes quite muddy and 

slippery. Once completed, the 

road will connect Tekamahala 

village to Mkhuhlu Township 

which links Mkhuhlu to the 

busy R536 Skukuza Road.

NB: The municipality urges 

members of the community to 

liaise or familiarise themselves 

with the IDP for their village’s 

needs and when will they be 

implemented. 

This will assist in enlightening 

people’s thoughts and 

understanding and help them 

refrain from partaking in a 

misled and misinformed illegal 

and violent service delivery 

protest.

Shatale Township Paving 

Project

The municipality continues 

to make Bushbuckridge the 

most developed nodal point 

municipality and a safer place 

to live in for everyone. As a 

municipality, we understand 

that the more the area is 

developed and living standards 

improved, the safer it will be 

for investors to invest in our 

local economy. 

Shatale is one of the townships 

that continue to be developed 

within the auspices of the 

infrastructure grant, members 

of the community particularly 

the unemployed youth and 

women have been benefiting 

from jobs created by the 

project. 

The 

municipality 

urges members of 

the community to ensure 

that they look after their 

government property.

Maviljan Village Paving 

Project

Maviljan is also one of the 

beneficiaries of our hard-

earned democracy and is 

currently benefiting from a 

paving project underway. The 

project is aimed at improving 

the living standards of ordinary 

residents of the area. Maviljan 

streets turn to be problematic 

during the rainy season as 

they are slippery thus making 

it very difficult for motorists 

to travel, in particular - the 

scholars and working class.

Malubane Phase Two Paving 

Project

It is the government of the 

people by the people and 

for that reason, 

Malubane is 

currently 

receiving 

a facelift on 

its internal streets, Malubane 

is another area whose streets 

becomes very inaccessible 

during the rainy season. 

The municipality headed 

the call by members of the 

community to improve their 

living standards and making 

their lives better.

The paving project has 

impacted positively on 

the lives of the Malubane 

community through bettering 

their lives giving them access 

to any destination throughout 

the year.

Acornhoek Plaza View 

Phase Two Internal Streets 

Underway

The municipality is currently 

working on the plaza view 

internal streets phase two 

upgrade, the upgrade is also 

meant to improve the living 

standards of the ordinary 

residents of plaza view. It is 

also meant to give some relief 

to the heavily traffic-congested 

- Acornhoek to Thulamahashe 

tyre road. Traffic becomes so 

heavily to a point of standstill 

during month-end, Easter and 

festive holidays.

The municipality has also 

engaged the contractor to work 

on the damaged bridge that 

puts in danger the members of 

the community. 

Cork-Kildare Phase Two Tar 

Road Project.

These two communities are 

breathing some sigh of relief 

after some time of travelling 

on a gravel road, this road 

made it difficult for these 

two communities to access 

health care facilities on time, 

schools and workplaces. The 

project ensured that some of 

the unemployed members of 

the community, in particular, 

the youth and women are 

employed.

NB: The municipality urges 

members of the community to 

liaise or familiarise themselves 

with the IDP for their village’s 

needs and when will they be 

implemented. 

This will assist in enlightening 

people’s thoughts and 

understanding and help them 

refrain from partaking in a 

misled and misinformed illegal 

and violent service delivery 

protest.
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The Bushbuckridge Local 
Municipality (BLM) hosted 

a Prayer Rally at Shatale 
Stadium, on 15 March 2020 
under a theme “What is prayer 
“. The main aim of the event 
was to encourage the people 
of Bushbuckridge especially 
the community of Shatale 
and surrounding areas to 
continue praying against drugs 
abuse, HIV and AIDS, road 
accidents, and the epidemic 
deadly Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
which continues to kill people 

globally.

Delivering a keynote address 
the MMC of Arts, Culture and 
Sport; Cllr B.V Nkuna who was 
the acting Executive Mayor 
on the day -pleaded with 
the Pastors and Bishops of 
different churches to unite and 
seek divine intervention in the 
fight against the Coronavirus.

Giving the word of God, 
Pastor Isabel Shakoane of 
Alliance Church encouraged 

the community, Bishops, 
Councillors, Traditional 
Authorities and Pastors that 
nothing is impossible with God 
and that it is only God who will 
wipe away all our tears and all 
diseases including this wide-
spreading Coronavirus.

The Pastor quoted 2 Chronicles 
7:14, “ If my people, who 
are called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray 
and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, then 

I will hear from heaven, and I 
will forgive their sin and will 
heal their land.”

The Prayer Rally was graced 
by the attendance of the 
honourable Malele Tribal 
Authority Chief, Mr A. Malele, 
Members from the Thabakgolo 
Tribal Authority, CDF’s, Ward 
committees, Bishops, Pastors 
and community members 
from all walks of life.

BLM Hosts Prayer Rally Amid Covid 19 

Members of the public who attended the Prayer Rally

Pastor Isabel Shakoane from the Alliance Church MMC for Arts, Culture & Sports Cllr Basani Nkuna delivering a keynote address during 
the Prayer Rally held at Shatale Stadium on 15 March 2020
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The Bushbuckridge Local 
Municipality (BLM) and 
Bushbuckridge Local 

Tourism Organization (BLTO) 
with the support of the 
Ehlanzeni District Municipality 
and Mpumalanga Tourism 
Parks Agency (MTPA) held a 
successful 5th Bushbuckridge 
Business Breakfast at the 
Sagwadi Hotel on 24 January 
2020 under the theme 
“Growing SMME’s to building 
South African economy”.

The Bushbuckridge Business 
Breakfast is an annual event 
that seeks to assist particularly 

young and upcoming 
entrepreneurs’ to network 
with successful business gurus. 

Each year the BLM with the 
support of Ehlanzeni District 
Municipality come up with a 
theme and a focus area based 
on experiences of businesses.

This could either be challenges 
and/or specific areas that 
need upliftment or a boost, 
the municipality and tourism 
organisation then looks for 
experts who can deliver 
an informative talk to that 
particular subject area. 

The idea is not only to help 
motivate entrepreneurs but 
also a one-on-one session 
opportunity with the expert 
so as to give them the ideas 
which they can use to relook 
and revamp their businesses.

Ms Penny Lebyane was 
identified as the guest speaker 
for the 5th Business Breakfast 
and was tasked with dealing 
and addressing the subject, 
“2020, the year for Innovative 
Business”. The idea behind was 
to ensure that entrepreneurs 
familiarise their businesses 
with the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution (4IR) and to align 
their business strategies in 
accordance with this new 
revolutionary period.

The Executive Mayor, Cllr Sylvia 
Nxumalo took to the stage 
before Ms Penny Lebyane and 
addressed the entrepreneurs. 
Delivering her address the 
mayor discouraged the issue 
of relying on tenders as a way 
of sustaining businesses. She 
advised the local businessmen 
and women to wisely invest 
their money, particularly 
those that are doing business 
with the municipality and 
government departments.

“It is wise to not put your 
money where your mouth 
is but rather start your own 
businesses that can then 
sustain you for longer instead 
of winning a tender and spend 
it on luxury goods. Talking 
from experience, many of you 
are those that after wasting 
your tender money take to the 
streets and violently destroy 
goods under the pretext of 
service delivery,” said the 
mayor.

It is for this reason that the 
municipality and various 
stakeholders host these kinds 
of events that seek to empower 
businessmen and women and 
those that are yet to start 
their own businesses. As the 
municipality, we condemn 
this kind of behaviour and we 
advise that it is in your best 
interest to acknowledge that 
the government has put in 
place many opportunities that 
can help fund your businesses.

The mayor went on to 
share some of her ideas 
on how people can survive 
without the dissatisfaction 
of unemployment in the 
area. “Our economic pillar 
is Agriculture and Tourism,” 
she said. She went on to say 
Bushbuckridge started with 
23 Bed and Breakfast Guest 
Houses and today there’s 70 
of those

The municipality will sign 
the Service Level Agreement 
with the Sector Education and 
Training Authority (SETA) and 
SANRAL. They also plan to 
generate a platform for people 
with impressive business 
ideas. 

The municipality is obligated 
with assisting small businesses 
to implement more job 
opportunities. Concluding her 
address, the Executive Mayor 
alluded that Bushbuckridge 
needs entrepreneurs who can 
move it forward and create job 
opportunities. 

BLM Encourages SMME’s To Support The Idea Of Digital

Chief Whip Cllr Leornard Malomane, Executive Mayor Cllr 
Sylivia Nxumalo and Ms Penny Lebjane

Continues on page 11

Ms Penny Lebjane addressing the audience during the 5th Bushbuckridge Business 
Breakfast held at Sagwadi Hotel, on the 24 January 2020
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As a government we can 
only create an environment 
conducive for doing business 
and ensure local economic 
growth. Bushbuckridge will 
only be liberated through 
local businesses and for 
these businesses to flourish 
it is important to note that 
all stakeholders must pull 
together into the same 
direction.

Ms Lebyane shared a bit of 
her journey of how she got 
to where she is today and 
highlighted that this initiative 
should not just be a talk show 

but something we can look 
back on and say that we made 
Bushbuckridge better. 

Sheadvised entrepreneurs that 
out of ten doors, nine may be 
closed but there’s always that 
one door that will open all and 
all you need to do is to keep 
knocking without losing hope.

“Since Agriculture and Tourism 
are the main economic drivers 
in our area, it is important 
to innovatively venture into 
these sectors. This means 
that we should use or seize 
the opportunities that the 

4IR brings such as using 
technology to market and run 
your business. Businesses are 
moving away from traditional 
ways of marketing, taking 
the digital route thus moving 
our agriculture and tourism 
business sectors through 
technology is the way to go,” 
said the mayor.

The session then moved 
to an interactive dialogue 
part of the event where the 
entrepreneurs were given an 
opportunity to interact with 
both the Executive Mayor and 
Ms Lebyane. Those that had the 

privilege of asking questions 
applauded the municipality 
for the manner in which this 
year’s Business Breakfast 
was conducted compared the 
previous year where it was 
more of a one-man-show.

Various entrepreneurs from 
engineering, financial, 
farming, tourism, mining and 
many other industries were in 
attendance and even came up 
with some brilliant ideas for 
the business sector and how 
best can the local economy be 
grown.

BLM Encourages SMME’s To Support The Idea Of Digital

Phalaborwa Mining Company And BLM Donate To The Less 
Fortunate

Phalaborwa Mining Company (PMC) 
with the support of Bushbuckridge 

Local Municipality (BLM) donated school 
shoes to poor learners in 13 schools 
(the recipients of the school shoes were 
identified by the schools).

The Executive Mayor, Cllr Sylvia Nxumalo 
took the opportunity to encourage 
learners and teachers to strive for 
better results. She also pleaded with 
matriculants to work hard and pass with 
flying colours.

She encouraged learners especially 
those who are in their Matric year 
of study to take advantage of the 
municipal bursary scheme. 

The scheme is designed to help 
academically excelling matriculants 
from poor family backgrounds, further 
their studies at different institutions of 
higher learning.

The mayor believes that the school 
shoes donation will help improve the 
self-concept of poor learners and she 
hopes this will act as a catapult to 
greater heights.

The municipality is calling upon the 
private sector and business sector 
to help clothe and contribute to the 
welfare of underprivileged learners.

Learners of Phuledi who were given school shoes

Learners of Mahashi High School who were showered with new school shoes



BLM MOUTHPIECE NEWSLETTER12

Bushbuckridge Municipality Encourages Learning Amongst 
Senior Citizens

Bushbuckridge Local 
Municipality’s (BLM) 
Transversal Affairs hosted a 
successful, “Lifelong Reading 
and Learning’ event for 
senior citizens under a theme 
‘Connect At Your Library” at 
Songeni Village Ward 22 on 28 
January 2020.

The main objectives of the 
event were to encourage 
senior citizens to continue 
reading and learning since 
learning knows no boundaries 
in terms of age and gender. To 
promote the culture of reading 
amongst senior citizens and 
urging them to encourage 
other senior citizens to join in 
on the reading.

Over 200 senior citizens 
attended the event and various 
stakeholders including the 
Department of Sports, Arts and 
Culture as the custodians of 
libraries and non-government 
organisations. Ms Gay Moreme 
from the municipality’s health 
and wellness office gave 

a message of support and 
encouraged seniors to never 
stop reading and learning even 
though they have long finished 
school, she emphasised that 
they must continue reading 
and learning in their own spare 
times as it will assist them in 
learning new things.

Giving the keynote address, 
the acting Executive Mayor 
MMC for Sports, Arts and 
Culture, Cllr Violet Nkuna also 
encouraged them to read and 
learn in order to associate 
themselves with the new 
innovations particularly, 
technologically wise. ‘Learning 
is a great way to keep one’s 
mind and body active,” she 
alluded. Reading does not only 
keep one’s mind healthy and 
active but it instils discipline 
and keeps you knowledgeable.

It is imperative that we the 
younger generation follow 
in the footsteps of our senior 
citizens in terms of reading 
and learning, of course, some 

of our parents are uneducated 
and but it is our duty to 
encourage them and help 
them join library reading clubs. 

Bushbuckridge has a high 
number of illiterate individuals, 
hence we have introduced 
various initiatives to curb this 
challenge.

It is without a doubt that 
Bushbuckridge is on the right 
track in ensuring that we 
abolish illiteracy right from a 
young age right up to the elder 
citizens. 

The municipality has 
introduced bursaries that 
are meant for academically 
deserving students but from 
previously disadvantaged 
families, “this event is meant 
to ensure that our senior 
citizens become educated and 
that your mind is health ly and 
active,” said the acting mayor.

In conclusion, education is a 
societal matter and therefore 

it affects everyone young 
and old. Our communities can 
only be sustained through 
the abolishment of illiteracy 
and I am urging you to 
make education everyone’s 
business in your respective 
communities. “Uneducated 
people make uneducated 
decisions which turn to come 
back to haunt our communities 
directly or indirectly,” 
concluded Cllr Nkuna.

Recent activities of distraction 
such as blockading of roads 
with burning tyres, destruction 
of property and the stoning 
of passing vehicles which in 
turn destroys our roads, public 
building, employment and 
the economy are evidence 
of illiteracy. I, therefore, urge 
you to pull from all strings and 
encourage the children to go 
to school, the only thing that 
liberates us from poverty is 
education.

Senior Citizens attending the event
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BLM Boosts SMMEs Through Nature Reserve

Bushbuckridge Local 
Municipality (BLM) plans 

to stimulate the development 
of Small Micro and Medium 
Enterprises (SMMEs) through 
the Bushbuckridge Nature 
Reserve which is situated 
along the R40 Road in 
Bushbuckridge.

Fencing of the nature reserve 
is almost complete and the 
municipality has set aside a 
budget R21 Million to construct 
and develop tourism facilities 
inside the reserve including 
picnic spots, lodge chalets, 
an environmental centre, 
swimming pool, breeding 
camp for endangered species 
and a veterinary facility.

The veterinary facility in 
the reserve will be used to 

vaccinate and treat injured 
and/or sick wild animals 
from nearby game reserves. 
Once the sick or injured wild 
animals recover, they will be 
returned to their respective 
game reserves. Wild animals 
to be treated at this veterinary 
facility include Lions and 
Vultures to mention just a few.

An additional R7 Million 
budget has also been set 
aside for the introduction of 
new game species and the 
procurement of Sable antelope 
breeding project. Since the 
project started in 2009, 
the municipality has been 
spending R6 Million annually 
to clear the alien plant at the 
reserve. The R6 Million pays 
the salaries of employees, 
supervisors, and contractors of 

the project.

Kiaat trees are found in 
abundance in this nature 
reserve and they have 
been preserved, because 
of their cultural history in 
Bushbuckridge. Kiaat Trees are 
used to manufacture furniture 
and for medicinal purposes. 
Once fully operational, the 
reserve has the potential to 
stimulate local tourism and the 
development of SMMEs which 
will help create the much-
needed job opportunities for 
the local people.

The mayor strongly condemns 
the damaging of the nature 
reserve fence by hooligans 
in the strongest possible 
terms and she is pleading 
with community members 

to support and protect the 
reserve for the benefit of future 
generations. The municipality 
is fully committed to working 
with communities to stimulate 
local economic development 
and believes it’s a collective 
effort between communities, 
NGOs and the government.

The nature reserve has created 
over 1000 job opportunities for 
the local community members 
and has the potential to 
provide bulk employment 
opportunities once completed 
and functional.

R21 Million to construct and 
develop tourism facilities 
inside the reserve
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Municipality Attending To Ngwetsi Ntshuruge Lack Of Water 
Predicament

BLM Reminds The Public About The Complaints And Suggestion System

In an endeavour to ensure that 
complaints and suggestions 
registered and lodged by 
members of the public are 
received, processed and 
considered, the municipality 
would like to remind the public 
about the complaints and 
suggestions system.

The complaints and suggestion 
system enables community 
members to register and 
or lodge service delivery 
breakdowns, frustrations and 
concerns to the municipality. 

Complaints and suggestions 
forms are easily accessible 
from all the municipal regional 
offices, libraries and Driving 
Licenses and Testing Centres 
(DLTCs).

A Complaints Management 
Committee has been 
established to process all the 
complaints and suggestions 
received by the municipality. 
Since the inception of the 
complaints and suggestions 
system in 2015, the 
municipality has successfully 

resolved 78 complaints and the 
complainants were pleased 
with the outcome.

Complaints not resolved are 
complaints that involve other 
government departments such 
as Public Works and the said 
complaints have been referred 
to the relevant department for 
resolution. 

To lodge a complaint, members 
of the public are urged to 
make use of the complains and 
suggestion forms which are 

obtainable in all the municipal 
regions, libraries and DLTC’s 
and deposit the duly filled form 
into the suggestion boxes.

The municipality is urging 
the community to provide a 
detailed description of their 
complaint or suggestion as 
well as contact details. This 
will make it easier for the 
municipality to investigate 
the complaint and keep the 
complainant informed about 
developments pertaining to 
the complaint.

The villagers of Ngwetsi 
Ntshuruge will soon cease 
to experience lack of water 
supply or rely on river stream 
water for drinking, cooking 
and laundry. 

This comes after the 
municipality has vowed to 
fix two (2) borehole engines 
around the village and 

Phalaborwa Mining Company 
(PMC) will donate three (3) 
Jojo water tanks for water 
storage. 

The municipality recently fixed 
one of the engines but with 
the engine having to run 24/7 
due to lack of water storage 
facility, the engine broke 
down again. 

The municipality pleads the 
villagers to look after these 
types of equipment safeguard 
them from being stolen, 
vandalised and other forms of 
damages. Borehole engines 
and electricity transformers 
are susceptible to theft. 
The municipality will start 
reticulating the area with 
water soon, as indicated in the 

Integrated Development Plan 
(IDP). 

PMC and the municipality are 
optimistic that these processes 
will go a long way in the 
supply of water that will save 
people money, time and keep 
them safe from diseases.

Ngwetsi Ntshuruge Jojo tanks stands



BLM MOUTHPIECE NEWSLETTER 15

Volume 2 Issue 10:  Jan- Mar 2020

MPAC Conducts Project Inspection

On 11 March 2020 the Municipal 
Public Accounts Committee 
(MPAC) of Bushbuckridge Local 

Municipality (BLM) with the 
support of the Service Delivery 
Portfolio Committee conducted 

onsite project inspections.

The MPAC has been established 
by Council in terms of section 
79 of the Municipal Structures 
Act, Act 117 of 1998 and the 
purpose of the Committee is to 
perform an oversight function 
on behalf of the Council.

The onsite projects inspection 
form part of the Committee’s 
oversight responsibility - they 
oversee projects implemented 
by the municipality and 
progress to ensure that the 
finance is utilised for its 
specific purpose. 

The Committees visited the 

following projects: Boikhutso 
Paving Project, Marite and 
Thulamahashe Paving Projects 
and Arconhoek Stadium. 

During the onsite project 
inspections, the Committees 
interacted with the appointed 
project Community Liaison 
Officers (CLO’s) to ascertain the 
challenges experienced and 
any other project information.

The Committee will compile 
a report to Council and give 
recommendations on its own 
findings on all inspected 
projects. 

BLM Holds Water Indaba Event

In an attempt to tackle water 
challenges, Bushbuckridge 
Local Municipality (BLM) 
hosted a two-day Water 
Indaba event (17-18 February 
2020) at the Protea Hotel in 
Hazyview.

The main purpose of the 
Indaba was to develop 
comprehensive action to fast 
track water service delivery 
within the municipal area of 
jurisdiction. 

Experts in the water sector 

were roped in to assist the 
municipality develop this 
action. Speaking at the Water 
Indaba, the Executive Mayor, 
Cllr Sylivia Nxumalo welcomed 
the idea of convening the 
Indaba and she alluded that 
the resolutions taken should 
be implemented as a matter 
of urgency.

She further alluded that the 
heat wave has also contributed 
in the diminishing water level 
in rivers and dams. She also 
reported that the Inyaka Dam 

water is below 50% whilst 
many rivers are on the verge 
of drying out.

About 80% of villages 
within the municipal area of 
jurisdiction have access to 
clean portable water through 
yard connections while the 
remaining 20% access water 
through water tankers, 
boreholes and communal taps. 

There are efforts to reticulate 
and connect water-stressed 
villages to the Inyaka Bulk line 

pipe.

Stakeholders who attended 
the Water Indaba included, 
the Department of Water and 
Sanitation, Kruger National 
Park, Inkomati –Usuthu 
Catchment Agency, Nkabo 
Water Solutions, SBS Solutions 
and Professor Mulaudzi from 
the University of Limpopo 
(Water and Sanitation 
department).

MPAC Members who conducted onsite projects inspection

Stakeholder in the water sector who attended  the Water Indaba
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Local Municipality Derives Revenue Collection Plan 

Bushbuckridge Local 
Municipality (BLM) 
hosted a Revenue 

Indaba from 20-21 February 
2020, at Paul Kruger Gate 
Protea Hotel in a bid to 
recoup money owed to the 
municipality. 

The indaba was aimed at 
devising strategies and ways 
of generating revenue for 
the municipality through 

the payment of municipal 
services.

As of 31 December 2019, the 
municipality was owed R1,7 
Billion in unpaid municipal 
services which were 
rendered. 

The breakdown of the R1,7 
Billion is as follows:

1) Government Departments 

-R888,4 Million
2) Households –R164,6 
Million
3) Business Sector -R515 ,7 
Million
4) Other debtors -R166,6 
Million

The municipality survives on 
hand-to mouth handouts, it 
relies entirely on grants from 
the National Treasury. 

The culture of non-payment 
for municipal services makes 
it difficult for the municipality 
to expedite service delivery 
to communities.

The municipality is making 
a clarion call to municipal 
service account-holders, 
members of the community, 
government departments 
and businesses to visit 
municipal regional offices 
and make payment 
arrangements.

Payment of municipal 
services will help strengthen 
the municipal financial 
viability thus leading to 
the improvement and 
acceleration of service 
delivery to communities. 

The municipality has 
enlisted the service of debt 
collecting companies to 
help recoup the money 
owed to it and all municipal 
service account-holders (as 
mentioned above) are urged 
to cooperate with them.

The Speaker’s Blog

Following the recent spate 
of violent services delivery 
protests within the 

municipal area of jurisdiction 
particularly on the R40 road, 
left the office of the Speaker 
concerned about the impact 
this situation will have on 
the already stressed local 
economy. 

This has amongst other things 
put the municipality under 
the spot light particularly in 
terms of tourism activity as 
Bushbuckridge is the gateway 
to the world-renowned Kruger 
National Park, Manyeleti, 
Andover, Mariepskop and 
other tourism attractions.

The office of the Speaker is 

a constitutional custodian 
of all government public 
participation programs and 
would like to urge all political 
parties and other individuals 
to refrain from participating 
in illegal and violent service 
delivery protests. 

Democratic South Africa has 
made things easy and that 
includes when one or a certain 
group of people would want to 
embark on a protest. 

There are acts and policies that 
guide people on how to go 
about when applying for such.

Bushbuckridge Local 
Municipality (BLM) relies highly 
on tourism and agriculture for 

employment and embarking 
on these violent service 
delivery protests that usually 
leave many roads blockaded, 
especially the R40, can result 
in tourism perishing and 
people losing their jobs since 
there will no longer be tourists 
visiting our shores.

The municipality is open to 
all stakeholder groups and for 
the entire community for the 
purposes of the interest of 
community development and 
social cohesion. 

It is further committed to 
ensuring that members 
of the community and all 
stakeholders are properly and 
efficiently serviced. 

In meeting the demands 
of community needs, the 
municipality relies on Ward 
Councillors, Community 
Development Workers, 
Ward Committees and 
other stakeholders for the 
enhancement of service 
delivery and community 
development.

The office of the Speaker 
urges all members of the 
community to make use of 
the Municipality Complaints, 
Compliments and Suggestion 
system such as Facebook Page, 
Twitter account and regional 
offices to express any form of 
dissatisfaction or concern.

1) Government  
Departments 
R888,4 Million

The breakdown of the R1,7 Billion is as follows:

2) Households 
R164,6 Million

3) Business Sector 
R515 ,7 Million

4) Other debtors 
R166,6 Million

Debt Collection representatives and Municipal officials who attended the Revnue Indaba


